Chosen Confirmation Class 2018 - 2019

Confirmation preparation for teens of the linked parishes of Sacred Heart Church, Saint John the Baptist Church, Saint John’s Bellflower, and Saint Patrick’s Wapella

Teens entering 8th grade through 12th grade who have participated in CCD and YG/parish activities are eligible for Confirmation class.
 
All 7th graders through 12th graders are invited to participate in Youth Group activities and projects. 
 
Philosophy: The Chosen program emphasizes sacrament preparation. We believe that a thorough, well-rounded preparation for Confirmation will encourage young Catholics to celebrate Christian living, more fully participate in the Catholic community, and be active witnesses to their faith. Therefore, the mission of our preparation program is to demonstrate joyful living of Catholic faith, promote continued faith exploration, and instill an understanding of the role of faith in everyday life.

Confirmation Team:
· Confirmand - adolescent who will participate in sacrament preparation program
· Parents - adults who will support confirmand in the preparation process
· Sponsor - Baptized & Confirmed Catholic adult who will support confirmand in his/her spiritual journey
· Priest - director of sacrament preparation program
· Teaching Team - Catholic adults who are willing teachers and who live their Catholic faith
· Parishes of Sacred Heart Church Farmer City, Saint John’s Bellflower, Saint Patrick’s Wapella and Saint John the Baptist Church of Clinton
 
Confirmand Commitment:
· Participate fully in meetings and YG activities
· Keep all electronic devices out of meetings and other confirmation activities
· Attend Mass every Sunday and holy day of obligation
· Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation
· Complete 20 individual service hours plus participate in YG service projects
· Pray daily, alone and/or with your family and friends


[bookmark: _GoBack]Parent Commitment:
· Must see that your teen attends all scheduled confirmation & YG activities
· Attend Mass on every Sunday and holy day of obligation
· Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation
· Guide your teen to select a sponsor and fulfill requirements for confirmation program
· Pray daily, alone and/or with your family and friends
 
Overview:
· Confirmation Retreat - required
· Diocese Youth Rally - required teens are responsible for $35 registration fee
· Class: Sunday during scheduled CCD time slot 
· Community Service: Ongoing process documented service hours
 
Service Hours:   Every confirmand will be encouraged to discern his or her gifts and use those gifts for the benefit of the community. We will provide several opportunities throughout the Confirmation program for the confirmand to serve the community under the guidance of adult leaders. Examples listed below:
• Assisting with local food pantries
• Fall leaf raking and gutter cleaning for seniors of our communities
• Cemetery clean-up and yard work
• Providing babysitting services free of charge for Parents-Night-Out Events at church
• Christmas caroling at local nursing homes
• Visiting the homebound
• Assisting with Eagle Scout projects
• Feeding the hungry (trip to a soup kitchen in a larger community like Peoria)
• Aiding the sick (Relay for Life)
• Many, many others!
